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Ordination SERMON, | 
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2 CoRINTHIAN iv. 5. 


E preach. not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord. . 


HE Goodneſs of God is diſcovered, not 

only in providing happineſs for the choſen 

| race, but in the methods taken to com- 
municate the purchaſed bleſſedneſs to the happy 
ſubjects of it. Should the great and terrible Je- 

hovah ſpeak immediately to us, as he did to the 
Iſraelites in the days of Moſes, it would throw us 

into the utmoſt conſternation. Our mortal facul- 

ties could not bear the overwhelming glory, with 

45 which it becomes the divine majeſty to ſpeak. 
When God was about to manifeſt his pleaſure to 
His peculiar people, the ſable clouds gathered, 
hoarſe thunder roared, forked lightning flaſh'd, and 
. celeſtial trumpet ſtruck all the army with amaze» 
. * ; | ment; 
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ment; God came down in the ſhape of fire, and 
the whole moyntain opened a ſcene of terror, 
They ſaw the incircling flames, they heard his 


' awful voice, and their mortality ſunk under fo 


magnificent an appearance ; their natures were 
too weak to bear the ſplendor of the objects, or 
continue the correſpondence, and therefore they - 
entreat they may hear the voice of God no more, 
leſt they die, and depute Moſes, God's humble 
friend, to receive, and deliver to them, the councils 
of Heaven. Ye fo terrible was the Mountain 
flaming with fire, and the ſound of the ſhrill trum- 
pet waxing louder, and louder, and the voice of 
words, that Moſes himſelf fays—I exceedingly 
fear and quake. ak 


AND ſhould God come down in fuch a ſplen- 
did equipage, and deliver his councils to us; or 
| ſhould an angelic envoy (infinitely inferiour to 
himſelf) declare his ſacred pleaſure, the glory of 
the Deity, or even the ſplendor of the Seraphim, 
would dazzle and affright, rather than inſtru& 
and edify. | ö 1 


Wu the Angels preach'd the joyful news 
of a Saviour to the poor ſhepherds, they were 
fore amazed. But it is the good pleafure of the 
great God, to raife up to us Prophets from among 


our brethren, ſuch as we can hear without confu- 


ſion; who though they are in God's ſtead, and 
preach to us the way of ſalvation, are formed of 
the clay—are men of like paſſions with ourſelves, 


_ How. 


"> TY "20 
How different this, and how much mote deſir- - 


able, than to receive the meſſages of Heaven imme- 
diately from God, as Ezekiel did his vifion, wick 
was accompanied with whirlwinds, clouds and 
fire unfolding itſelf. What aſtoniſhing grace and 
goodneſs is Aifplayed in that gentle and humane 
method, in which the glorious goſpel is preached, _ 
compared with the awful ſolemnities with which 
the law was promulged ! Indeed in what manner 
ſoever God reveals his will, with whatever degree 
of clearneſs he manifeſts his gracious 2 
it is a great favour to be inſtructed in it. The 
Jews of old were highly privileged, in that they 
had the oracles of God committed- to them, and 
teachers to illuſtrate and expound them ; tho' 
this was a diſpenſation of great darkneſs and bon- | 
dage, when viewed in competition with that of 1 
the Goſpel, in which we have miniſters of Chriſt | 
for our teachers, whoſe office it is to deſplay 
God's glorious grace, to preach the unſearchable _ 
riches of Chriſt. Who preach not themſelves, | 
do not aim at pleaſing men, but cautiouſly | 
guard againſt delivering their own ſentiments, for 
the commandments of the Lord ; who ſeek not 
their own honor, but the profit of many, that 
they may be ſaved ; who ſeek not their own, but 
the ſpiritual riches of their people, thereby ful- 
filling the law of Chriſt, and ſeeking the glory 
that comes from God. Such miniſters will offer 
nothing to their audience, beſides what they can 
introduce with a—thus faith the Lord, —He that 
is true—He that is faithful faith theſe things. 
And who can at the cloſe of every ———_ a- 
opt 


* 


dopt thoſe beautiful expreſſions Say I theſe 
things as a man, faith not the law of God —ſaith 
not the goſpel of Chriſt the ſame alſo. _ 


To have ſuch a miniſter is a very great favour, 
and not the moſt common. We who have the 
honor to be embaſſadors from the court of Hea- 
ven, and whoſe peculiar buſineſs it is to preach 
Chriſt, and promote his kingdom, know how 
much ſelfiſhneſs is commonly mixt with our ſer- 
vices ; this was the caſe of the firſt miniſters of 
Chriſt, when they were ſent forth two by two; 

lory to God alone was not their motto. They 
Þoked at things temporal; and hence we find 
that upon the death of their Lord, they are im- 
mediately diſpirited, give up all their fond hopes, 
and are for returning to their former employ- 
ments. The kingdom they were in purſuit of 
vaniſhes like a dream. And diſappointment will 
certainly attend every perſon, »who enters the 
facred ſervice of the miniſtry, with a view of ſe- 
curing to himſelf a kingdom in this world, —diſ- 
appointment in this world or the next, and perhaps 
in both. 

INDEED 'tis very ſtrange that ſuch men as the 
Apoſtles—low in their extract, and mean in their 
profeſſion; who were juſt taken from mending 

nets, from drawing and dreſſing fiſh ; and who 
were even then in a low and ditpiſed condition of 
life; ſhould be ſo bloated with pride, and ena- 
.moured with grandeur, that they no ſooner get 

; ſight 
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fight of an imaginary kingdom, than they imme- 
diately hope to be made 14x58 miniſters of ſtate, 
and contend among themſelves who ſhall ſhare the 
greateſt part of the Prince's favour. Alas! what 
is human nature, fo fooliſh is man he would be 


wiſe, tho' he be born like the wild aſſes colt — 


BUT the great God knows how to overrule the 
weakneſs and vileneſs of man for his own glory. 
Sin is the moſt mortal foe to human happineſs ; 
by divine permiſſion it entered and infected the 
whole race; but none of the called, faithful and. 
, choſen, in the morning of the reſurrection, ſhall 
have the leaſt reaſon to complain, or fooliſhly to. 
charge God, for permitting Adam's fall. The | 
glorious work of redemption ſhall bring all theſe | 
things right. And God does any man a very | 
great favour, confers on him the higheſt honor, to 
make him a ſubject and promoter of the kingdom 
of his grace—a preacher of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


Now to preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, does 
not conſiſt in a frequent and pathetic repetition 
of his precious name, nor barely in inſiſting on 
thoſe doctrines that are peculiarly His. But in 
pointing out, and proving the glorzes of his perſon, 
and his divine operations—his perfect ſervices and 
extreme ſuffermgs—his gracious promiſes, and 

" righteous precepts—the covenant of his grace, and 
the privileges beſtowed on his church, the final 
Judgment that ſhall iſſue from his mouth. 


* r 


4 


Bur who can conceive, much leſs deſcribe the 
lories of his perſon He is poſſeſſed of all the 
ee beauties of Divinity. Every uncreated 
glory and excellency is in Chriſt, and that in the 
higheſt poſſible perfection. Untainted | purity, 
unlimited wiſdom, invariable righteouſneſs, invio- 
lable truth, inflexible juſtice, the richeſt mercy, 
and inexhauſtible fulneſs are in Chriſt, He is all 
300d He is all great—He is truly God; poſſeſſes 
Lal of eſſence and glory with the Father. — 
The Father and the Son are incomprehenſibly 


united, and ineffably diſtinguiſh'd ; each infinite 


in every divine perfection, and different in the 


manner of their ſubſiſtance. Accordingly the 
Son's ſacred character is exhibited to our view in 
a variety of paſlages in the ſacred oracles, and all 
divine honors and perfections are aſcribed to Him. 


HE is alſo the Son of Man—came in the form 
of a ſervant, and the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, had 
an human body and foul, and was poſſeſſed of all 
the inferiour beauties of humanity. 


To determine any thing concerning the equality 
of the Father and the Son, or the union of the divine 
and human nature in the Son, beyond what is re- 
vealed, is what but few pretend. The cauſes in na- 
ture are very much out of our ſight, concealed in 
impenetrable darkneſs : "Tis therefore no wonder 
that men are puzzled, when they attempt to ſearch 
out the unſcarchable God. Wiſe Agur adores in 
the meditation of this inconceivable myſtery, and 

tcaches 


{ 
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teaches us to do ſo, and not to break thro' to the 
Lord and gaze: Surely I have not the knowledge 
of the Mighty: What is his name, and what is 
his Son's name, if thou canſt tell, every word 
of God is pure: Add thou not to his word, leſt 
he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. But 
the important truths of the 2 are to be 
preached, notwithſtanding their being beyond our 
comprehenſion: And he who preaches Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, muſt repreſent him in that light— 
not only the Anointed and Saviour—but God. 


To preach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, is to repreſent 
the operations of, his hands. | 


CREATION is a large field, in which one 
might eaſily loſe himſelf. When we turn our 
eyes to the ethereal heavens, and contemplate 
thoſe gliſtening beauties, with which the celeſtial 
canopy is beſpangled ; concerning which Aſtrono- 


mers tell us ſuch aſtoniſhing things reſpeting— 


their magnitudes and motions—periods and revo- 
lutions,—influences, diſtances, and diſpoſitions 
towards each other. When we turn our thoughts 
to the atmoſphere, and conſider the uſe and ne- 
ceſſity of that. When we view the earth, its 
bulk, ſituation, and various furniture—When we 
view the various animals that dwell on the face 
of it, and the waters under it ; ahd conſider how 
they are form'd, ſupported and adapted to nu- 
merous and important ends. Eſpecially, when 
we bchold man—his body—with the faculties 

and duration of his ſoul. —They all point out the 
| . + unſpeakable 


. > 
- 


. _ 
—— 
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unſpeakable perfection of Chriſt, for in wiſdom 


Ir we deſcend in our meditations to the great 

deep, conſider how the waters are collected, and 
confined within immenſe and impaſſable banks 
of ſand—how they accommodate and ſupport an 
unnumbered variety of fiſh, and creeping things 
both {ſmall and great how they ſerve to waft the 
produce and converſe of one nation to another, 
for ſeveral thouſand miles — and by their exhala- 
tions to water the earth, give drink to man and 
beaſt, and invigorate the whole vegetable creation 
—we ſhall readily join the Seraphim in their 
elevated ſong, holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hoſts, 
the whale carth is full of, thy goodneſs, and fo 
is the great and wide fea, £ 


Bor it requires accuracy in aſtronomy, philo- 
ſophy, and anatomy, to diſcourſe properly on the 
various parts of creation: This is beyond my 
province and power. Indeed who can declare 
the works of the Lord? Who can ſhew forth 
all his praiſe ? X 


AND as Chriſt the Lord is repreſented as the 
maker of all things, ſo likewiſe the preſerver and 
governor. By him do all things conſiſt. He up- 
holds, governs and preſerves every thing that was 
made by him. His providence extends to every 
creature. The moſt exalted Archangel that ſhines 
in heaven, is not above his controul. The meaneſt 

£ reptile 
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reptile that grovels in the duſt is not beneath his 
notice. The angelic hofts are the loyal ſub- 
jects of his kingdom, and infernal fignds are 
confined by him in chains. He governs the va- 
rious tribes of plants -and animals, ſways his 


ſoepter over the vegetative, fenfarive, and mineral 


kingdoms. And man is his peculiar care. We are 
then certainly deficient in our duty to Chriſt, un- 
leſs we aſcribe to him the glory of creation, and 
providence.—But then we muſt be careful not 
fo to preach Chriſt the Saviour, as to forget God 
the Father. — 5 


Tx perfect ſervices of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
alſo demand a place in our publick diſcourſes. 
Theſe ſervices come under a twofold conſider- 
ation, reſpecting God the Father, and the ruined 
creature. All the divine perfections are dif- 
played with the higheſt poſſible advantage in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt, or the glorious method 
of ſalvation by him. No ſcheme can be ſup- 
poſed ſo fully to magnify and make honor- 
able the divine law, as this does: Even the 
vindictive holineſs and juſtice of God appear 
amiable in the glorious oeconomy of divine 

ce; in conſequence of which God has con- 
| ferred on his Son the. higheſt marks of honor 
and eſteem, ſpeaks of him, not only as the firſt, 
and beſt, and greateſt of beings, but as his choſen 
fervant, to accompliſh the deſigns of his rich 
grace, among the children of men. 


CHRIST 


1 


CHRIST JESUs the Lord has alſo done the 
greateſt poſſible ſervice for the children of men. 
In his life, we have the path to glory, and a title 
to bleſſedneſs. Chriſt was holy in his nature, 
harmleſs in his conduct, and undefiled by the 
world of ſinners around him. He “ chearfully 
« fulfilled all righteouſneſs, readily obeyed every 
e divine inſtitution, and peaceably complied with 
e every laudable cuſtom,” kept days of faſting 
and prayer when he had no ſin to repent of, or 
unruly paſſion to mortify ; ſubmitted to the or- 
dinance of baptiſm, when he had neither original 
or contracted ſtain to waſh away. His converſe 
was ſweet, candid and condeſcending. He uſed 
no auſterities in dreſs or diet. His publick diſ- 
courſes were plain, edifying and important. He 
fed his flocks with the moſt uſeful truths, and in 
the moſt intelligible language. In a word, His 
life was compoſed of the moſt pleaſant, neceſ- 
fary, and important duties, pointing out, and pro- 
ceeding from the moſt intenſe love to God, and 
the moſt entire charity to man. Hereby he ſet us 
an example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps ; here- 
by we are freed from perplexity in our ſpiritual 
courſe. © The example of our Lord is like a ſure 

guide to the bewildered traveller, or the pole 
e {tar to the weather-beaten ſailor.” Se 


By theſe ſervices alſo he purchaſed our title 
to bleſſedneſs. Chriſt is become our ſurety in the 
court of heaven. To him the law looks, from 
him it has received perfect ſatisfaction; and by 

| | mutual 
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mutual compact between the Father and the Son, 
this righteouſneſs was wrought out in the na- 
ture, room and ſtead of God's people ; and God 
the Father is perfectly ſatisfied with it, as ade- 
quate to the demands of juſtice, and preſervative 
of the honor of all his attributes: So that now 


all the ſeed of Iſrael may glory in Chriſt, foraſ- 
much as in his perfect obedience, they have their 


title to perfect bleſſedneſs. 


THE extreme ſorrows, and unequalled ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, are next to be con- 
ſidered, according to our plan. The holy and 
| juſt one was charged with the moſt "VOTE 


crimes ; his enemies being judges, he had violated. 


the law of God in diverſe inſtances; cheriſhed a 
deſign to ſubvert their temple and religion, to 
delude and ſeduce the people ; was guilty of 
blaſphemy, in aſſuming to himſelf the peculiar 
prſeations of the Deity ; was of a ſeditious, re- 


ellious make, forbidding to pay tribute to Cæſar, 
and uſurping the regal authority to himſelf : In a 


word, he was charged with the moſt ſhocking 
immoralities and horrid impieties. As ſuch a 
perſon he was purſued and apprehended ; tried, 


condemned and exccuted. 


BUT who that bears his precious name can 


behold the awful ſcene? Who can patiently hear 
God accuſed by man of blaſphemy, eternal wiſ- 
dom aſperſed with folly, truth itſelf impleaded of 
impoſture, eſſential love made guilty of miſchief, 
and ſupreme goodneſs ſtiled a malefactor? 


WHro 


. 


| Wo without horror, indignation and grief, 
can behold infinite power trampled upon by 


impotent malice ; the heart of God bleeding, and 


the ſole author of life expiring? Well might the 
ſun be confounded. at the ſhocking ſcene, how 
could the avenging bghtnings with-hold their 
flaſhes? The earth trembled at the horrid deed, 
and why did it not cleave afunder, and open a 
paſſage for thoſe blood-thirſty wretches into the 
very abyſs of hell? Curſed be their anger for 
it was fierce, and their wrath for it was cruel. O 
my ſoul, come thou not into their fecret, mine 
honor be thou not united, 


Bur O the fallacy of human ſchemes, and 
emptineſs of carnal reaſoning ! Nothing was ever, 
more happy than this event, in divine providence, 


tho” its aſpe& was ſo diſmal. 


TRE old ſerpent imagined he had carried his 
point, when he had brought Chriſt to his grave: 
Succeſs ſeemed to have attended every cruel and 
curſed deſign. But, bleffed be God, the Devil 
was ruined by his own ſucceſs. And tho' Chriſt 
was charged with the moſt abominable Crimes, 


againſt God, Cæſar, and the people of the Jews; 


yet Pilate, who was Czfar's deputy in Judea, as 


judge, clears him from all the charges brought 


againſt him, and cauſes this inſcription to be ſet 
over him, This is the King of the Jews. So that 
Pilate did not condemn him as a malefactor, but as 
the King of the Jews; thereby fulfilling many 


ancient 
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ancient prophecies that referr'd to the Meſſiah, 
who was to bear ſpecial relation to that people. 


B the determinate council and foreknowledge 
of God, Chriſt dies for his people. His ſorrows 
and ſufferings, by divine appointment were for us. 
He endured all poſſible reproach, poverty, and 
perſecution, as tho' he muſt wring out the very 
dregs of divine wrath, and ſwallow down the 
laſt drop of the cup of trembling. | 


Now when we review our Saviour's perſonal] 
character, and conſider his lot; and obſerve that 
theſe ſorrows came rolling on him, in quick ſuc- 
ceſſion, by a decree of heaven. That the Father 
of mercies, inſtead of defending him from the 
wickedneſs of the age, delivered him to their 
malice. If he did not die under the weight of 
our ſins, tis impoſlible to ſay what was meant by 
this heat of divine anger. This awful train of 
calamities could not be devolved upon Chriſt for 
his own fake ; for he had ever done thoſe things 
that pleaſed the Father. Neither does God puniſh 
any in an arbitrary manner. Tis not his diſpo- 
ſition to laugh at the trial of the innocent, or de- 
ſtroy the perfect. And for any to deny, that in 
thef: extreme ſorrows Chriſt repreſented his cho- 
ſen people, is © to play the . on God, per- 


vert his word, deſtroy his people, and murder the 
only grace wherein we ſtand. There ſeems no- 
thing but briars and thorns, a train of entangle- 
ments, to ſuch as deny the ſatisfaction of Chriſt.” 
C BUT 
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Bur when we view Chriſt, as charged with the 
guilt of his people ; this at once accounts for the 
weight and terribleneſs of his ſufferings, and for 
that aſtoniſhment of ſoul that ſeized him on their 
approach. This made him with ſo much earneſt- 
neſs deprecate that bitter cup. This made him 
offer up thoſe ſtrong cries and tears to him that 
was able, This made his ſoul exceeding ſorrow- 
ful, even unto death. This is the myſtery—this 
the miracle of Chriſt's paſſion ; we ſee him bleed- 
ing, and behold tis for our ſins! we hear him 
groan, and behold 'tis under the weight of them ! 
we ſee him weeping under the hidings of his 
Father's face, and find that our iniquities have 
drawn a thick cloud between him and his God ! 
It was the ſins of his people that ſharpened and 
invenomed the arrow that pierced his ſacred bo- 
ſom, and mingled the bitter cup. By his blood 
he quenched the wrath of heaven and the flames 
of hell. And it would ſurely be unpardonable in a 
chriſtian miniſter,not to dwell much on theſe things, 


THE gracious promiſes of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
ſhould alſo bear a part in our holy miniſtrations. 
Thele are exceeding great and precious. Chrilt, 
like a king, promiſes the bleſſings of this world, 
and the next, proviſion, protection, preſervation 
and conſolation.” He will give grace and glory, 
and no good thing will he with-hold from ſuch as 
fear him, and walk uprightly, 


Bur 
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Bur the great and comprehenſive promiſe it 
this—T will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people. This is the covenant, ſays God, that I 
will make with them. This is all the covenant. 
I will make with them—I will—and they hall. 
A bleſſed covenant indeed, in which the principal 
becomes the ſurety of his people. 714 


THE covenant of grace is alſo to be opened 
and improved by the miniſters of Chriſt. This 
covenant is founded, not on the uncertain baſis 
of man's free will, but on the © eternal purpoſe 
of God in the decree of election; the ſatisfaction, 
mediation, and interceſſion of Chriſt, the grace of 
the ſpirit, and the ſeed of God, and may well 
be termed everlaſting and ſure. In this covenant 
is the richeſt proviſion made for the pardon of 
ſin, curing our ſpiritual maladies, ſubduing our 
enemies, ſupplying our wants, reſolving our 
doubts, removing our difficulties, and anſwering 
every charge that can be brought againſt us. 


Mok EOVER, to open and inculcate the com- 
mands and precepts of Chriſt, is a part of our 
miniſterial buſineſs. The ſum and ſubſtance of _ 
the.command is love to God and our neighbour ; 
and theſe duties are founded in the higheſt reaſon. 
The perfections of God and his bounty to us, 
ſhould render him truly amiable in our eyes. 
Beſides rain from heaven and fruitful ſeaſons 
God gives his word to inſtruct his Son to re- 
deem his Spirit to ſanctify his power to protect 
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his bounty to ſupply—and his conſolations to 
ſipport us in all our tribulation.” And why 
ſhould we not love our neighbour accordin 
to the command—love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
This points out the quality and meaſure of our 
love, and Chriſt has given us a new and ſurpriſing 
pattern, and we are to love one another even as 
Chriſt has loved us. Theſe commands, contain- 


90 love to God and our neighbour, are under the 
5 


pel frequently termed the commandment of 

riſt—the commandment of God our Saviour; 
and ſuch as preach Chriſt muſt open the nature, 
and preſs the obſervation of them. 


ANOTHER very conſiderable branch of our 
ublick diſcourſes—is the privileges that Chriſt 
as beſtowed on his church. O how great good 

has God laid up in ſtore for them that love him ! 
Among theſe privileges are contained—the ſeals 
and cenſures of the church. By one the believer 
comes near to Chriſt, by - the other he keeps off 
the unclean thing, that he be not defiled with it. 


THe ſeals of the covenant are baptiſm, and the 
Lord's ſupper. Theſe are to be opened and ex- 
plained ; and the obſervation of them preſs'd on 
fuch as have right to them. The action in ba 
tiſm is either ſprinkling or plunging ; tis to 

erformed in the name of the ever-adorable 

rinity ; to be adminiſtered by their authority, 
and bears ſpecial relation to their ſacred character. 
*Tis a remarkable ſign, and authentic Teal of 
the 
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the covenant of grace,” centalning glerteft be- 
eben ad ſuppoſing correſpondent dase: 


Tux holy ſupper is alſo to be opened, and the 
way to it made plain, the benefits refulking from it 
applied, and the importance 6f it urged. This 
facrament, conſiſting of divine action, is plainly 
deſcribed in the goſpels, and one of St. Paul's 
epiſtles. Tis deſigned as a lively memorial ef 
6ur Saviour's death, and is moſt excellently calcw- 
| lated to beget, and increaſe in the chriſtian; af- 
fections that are ſuitable to the awful tragedy. 
"Tis a divine repaſt at which God ſups with his 
people, and they with him. Here Chriſt beſtows 
the moſt precious food; heavenly manna and wa- 
ter of life. By a proper attendance on this brdi- 
nance, is repreſented our myſtical union to Chriſt, 
ſteady dependance on him, cloſe adherence to 
him, and chearful and univerſal compliance with 
his pleaſure. Hereby alſo is pointed out, the uni- 
ty of the Church's faith, love, hope and fear, joy 


and ſortow. 


Tu E cenſures of the church are alſo found a- 
mong the privileges that Chriſt has beſtowed on 
his people; were it not for theſe, churches would 
never keep themſelves pure; but by the keys of 
the kingdom being put into the hands of the 
church, they are enabled to open the door of it, 
to ſuch as appear proper ſubjects, and to ſhut it 
againſt ſuch as evidently appear unworthy the ſa- 
cred privileges of it. Hereby alſo the church is 
impowered 
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impowered in a judicial way to turn out of her com- 
muniĩon, every one whoſe converſation is infectious 
—-condutt inconſiſtent, and abode in the church 
10 reproachful, and heinous. This privilege is a very 
1 deſirable one, highly to be prized, conſiſtently, and 
| conſcientiouſly to be improved. And when the 
| ſeals and cenſures of the church are duly admini- 
| ſtred, and attended, the church may be ſaid to be, 
2 city well fortified, neat, compa, and beautiful ; 
falvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks 
round about ſuch a flock. He will be a refuge to 
her in times of trouble, and there is a river the 
ſtreams whereof make glad this city of our God. 
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Soc a church may be termed rich, in her pre- 


ſent graces, and glorious in her future inheritance. 
And to add no more. 
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To preach Chriſt is to point out, prove and im- 
prove, the final judgment that ſhall iſſue from his 
mouth. Chriſt is ordained by God the Father to 
be judge both of the quick and dead. The Father 
judgeth no man, but has given to Chriſt authority 
to execute judgment, becauſe he is the ſon of man. 
ee 4 the prophet Daniel in his viſion faw 
one like the ſon of man, cloathed with royal dig- 
nity. And the evangelical prophet ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, ſays, the government ſhall be on his 
ſhoulders, and that he ſhould order, and eſtabliſh 
þ judgment forever. And reaſon depraved and im- 
Wi perfect as it is, points out the propriety, and ex- 
pediency of Chriſt's judging the world. The 


judge's 
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Judge's countenance ſhould be viſible, and his voice 
audible, fo that all parties may ſpeak to him with» 
out confuſion and amazement, and obtain entire 
ſatisfaction from him; and of Chriſt tis ſaid, every 
eye ſhall ſee him. His countenance, tho' awful 
and bright, is ſweet and mild. His voice, tho' 
omnipotent, is clear and calm, and thoſe whoſe 
hearts are right with him, © ſhall behold him 
ſmiling with the moſt tender and tranſporting 
goodneſs,” thoſe whoſe hearts are far from him, 
ſhall obſerve numberleſs awful frowns in his angry 
countenance, that will ſtrike their ſouls with utter 
deſpair, and kill their precious life with eternal 
death. The believer with humbleſt gratitude, 
ſhall acknowledge and adore the riches of divine 
grace ; while the impenitent ſinner with terror and 
horror, ſhall own his crimes, and confeſs 'tis juſt 
that he ſhould be ruined forever. Then ſhall 
Chriſt ſay to all thoſe who have fought the good 
fight, and kept the faith ; who have been diligent, 
and induſtrious in the divine ſervice, and ſtedfaſt 
in God's covenant—come ye bleſſed of my Father 
inherit, take poſſeſſion of immortality, of life; 
wear an unfading crown of glory, become freemen 
of that kingdom, which can't be ſhaken, enter in- 
to unſpeakable joy, and dwell in eternal bliſs. — 
The poor and rich ſhall then meet together, and 
every one who has built on a good foundation, 
ſhall lay hold on eternal life. 


THEN alſo ſhall Chriſt ſay to thoſe who would 
not have him to rule over them, depart ye curſed 


into 


1 


into unquenchable fire. Let devils, and damned ſpi- 
rits be your aflaciates, be encompaſt with utter 
darkn 6,1 be plunged into a lake of burning brim- 
_ None, and poſſeſt of diſconſolateneſs, and extreme 
anguiſh. Pining ſorrow, confounding ſhame, 
M fear, and racking diſpair, be thine 
erna 


O FHe bleſſed reſt, the divine calm, the tranſ- 
ports of joy, the peace, and calmneſs of the ſoul, 
who dwells with God! O deſirable ſtate, where 
bleſſedneſs and eternity are inſeperable! O the 
joyful harmony among thoſe plorify'd ſaints ! 
Their language will be, this God is our God, and 
will be our God far ever and ever. The weight 
of their glory is infinite, the ſweetneſs and ſecurity 


of their ſtate is in God. 


Bur O the univerſal confuſion, and over- 
whelming amazement of the ſinner. The judge 
will never reverſe his fentence. And they ſhall 
never change their doom. The demerit of their 
crimes ſhall animate the never-dying worm, and 
the wrath of God ſhall blow up the ever-living 
flame. All affairs relative to time and probation, 
ſhall then ceaſe, and Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, having 
finiſh'd the work aſſigned him by the Father, ſhall 
reſign the kingdom into his hand, that God may 
be all in all. 


5 


Bur my uncommon weakneſs, reminds me 


'tis time to cloſe, tho' cuſtom forbids my leav- 
ing the deſk, before I have in few words applied 
what has been ſaid. And as my Brother, at 
whoſe deſire I am the ſpeaker, muſt be ſuppoſed 
the deepeſt concerned in what has been faid, ſo 
he in decency is firſt to be addreſt. 


You are now, Sir, to be admitted a ſervant of 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, in a peculiar ſenſe, to be 


conſtituted his miniſter, officer, and immediate at- 


tendant. . Your buſineſs will be to © approach his 
facred perſon, to tread the courts of his houſe, and 


_ conſtantly to wait on his pleaſure,” and it will be- 


come you ever to appear in his livery. 

You are to preach, not yourſelf, not to form 
any plan, or proſecute any deſign, but the king- 
dom and intereſt of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. You 
are to have no opinions of ours, or doctrines of 
other fallible mortals committed to you ; but the 
doctrines of Chriſt, as they are contained in the 
Bible. . The bible you are to receive, that, and 
that only, is to be the © rule of your faith, the 
guide of your life, and the plan of your ſermons.” 
Here you have a ſure foundation, and other foun- 
dation can no man lay, Chriſt is the chief cor- 
ner ſtone. | 


THE particle the is not original, and ſome read 


the words thus—we preach not ourſelves, but 


Chriſt Jeſus Lord. We acknowledge him to be 


D the 


vs, A. , 
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the only king of his church; who alone has right 
to give laws to it, and preſcribe forms of worſhip 
in it. And tho'it would ill become me to adviſe, 
more ſo to reprove in ſuch an aſſembly as this; 
yet when you view this world as apoſtate, and 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ſetting up his kingdom a- 
mong men, when you refle& on the order Chriſt 
gave his diſciples juſt before his departure—go 
preach the Goſpel, he that believeth, and view 
yourſelf as taking part of this miniſtry, you will 
readily conclude: this to be all your buſineſs, that 
you are to call no man maſter on earth, and when- 
ever you negle& to preach Chriſt, and promote 
his kingdom, you forfeit your character and cut 
yourſelf off from all ſuccours and ſupplies, from 
all the precious promiſes of divine grace. But 
we hope in God, and are fully perſuaded in our 


own minds, thoſe of us eſpecially, who have had 


the plcaſure of a long and open acquaintance with 
you ; that you have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
That He is precious to your ſoul. That you are 
ſpeculatively and experimentally acquainted with 
the great truths of our holy religion. That you 
drink at the fountain, and will not be obliged to 
ſip at ſtreams. That you cat the bread of life 
yourſelf, and will hand down the fame heavenly 
food to others. - 


Gor be ſurety for you my Brother, and then 
we ſhall not be aſhamed of this our confidence. 
God cnable you to ſce clearly into all goſpel myſ- 
xcries, and cver to act agreeable to your elevated 
| | . | tation 
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ſtation in the church, may your word and walk 
be holy, and your conſcience void of offence, pro- 
viding honeſt things in the fight of God and all 


men. 


"You will not, Sir, by any mis-ſtep wound your 
own conſcience, deſtroy your character, pierce 
your friends, and do ſingular miſchief to the church 


of God, which he has purchaſed with his blood. 


You are entering on the labours of another, 
whole character is the moſt uncommon, who like 
his divine maſter, fought not the honor that 
came from men, ſhunn'd 22 applauſe, ſeek- 
ing the glory that came from God. Who was 
content in his own ſphere, and fatisfied with the 
divine favour. Who had no diſpoſition to Lord 
it over God's heritage, or to invade the office of 
his brethren: But was delighted in doing the will 
of Him who ſent him, bringing immortal ſouls 
into the arms of divine mercy.—To copy his ex- 
ample, to imitate his deep devotion, and upright 
intentions, his indifferency to the world, and fer- 
vency with his God, his tenderneſs, and prudence 


among his people, will be much for your honor, 
and intereſt. 


Bur the great pattern you are to ſet before 


you, is that of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. Labour af- 


ter communion and fellowſhip with him, in ordi- 
nances and providences. Be tender of his people, 
ſpirit, and intereſt in the world. 

f : ; & B&- But 
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Bur poſlibly your diffident heart may reply, 
Who is ſufficient for theſe things? And for your en- 
couragement and direction, let me tell you, that 
tho' the youth ſhall faint, and young man fail, yet 
ſuch as wait on the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength. 
—And tho' you may poſſibly ſpend your time 
and ſtrength in vain as to this people (which ſup- 

ſition I unwillingly make) tho' you ſhould not 
= the unſpeakable pleaſure of ſeeing of the tra- 
vail of the Redeemer's ſoul in the ſucceſs of your 


labour, yet if you are faithful to God, your paſ- 


toral charge, and your conſcience, your judgment 


ſhall ſurely be with the Lord, and your work 


with your God. Tho' Iſrael be not gathered, 
yet ſhall you be glorious. 


Go forth, therefore, with humble chearfulneſe 


go and proſper in the ſtrength of the Lord, and 


in the end you ſhall receive eternal life. 


AND as the church of Chriſt, at whoſe motion 
we are now met, may be ſuppoſed next in or- 
der to their ele& paſtor, in the ſacred ſervices 
of the day, ſo with propriety I now turn myſelf 
to them. 


W᷑ rejoice with you, Brethren, and give 
thanks to the great head of the church, that he 
has been pleaſed to look on your deſtitute circum- 
ſtances, to pity you, provide, and ſend a man, as we 
truſt, after his own heart, who will feed you with 
knowledge and underſtanding. God (whoſe ways 

are 
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all perfect) broke you in a moſt grievous manner, 
in taking from your head, him, who was deſerved- 
ly, ſo near your heart. You ſtill have theſe things 
in remembrance, when you think on them, you 
pour out your ſouls within you. But God 
in mercy is returning, preſents you with a man, 
to repair the breach, and make up the hedge ; and 
you ought to eſteem it one of the greateſt mercies, 
that God now offers you a paſtor, who (we truſt) 
will preach not himſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
Good miniſters are found among the moſt precious 
outward mercies. To have one to be our miniſter, 
who knows Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and who, from 
his own experience, can recommend him, to friends 
and ſtrangers, is ſurely a moſt deſirable favour : 
Not that we are to ſuppoſe regeneration in the 
paſtor eſſential to the ſucceſs of his miniſtry. The 
gift of grace lies with Chriſt, and he can ſend by 
whom he pleaſeth. He who fed Elijah with 
food from the mouth of an unclean bird, can ſend 
the moſt precious food to his own children, by the 
mouth of an unclean miniſter. Tho' the caſe of 
ſuch a miniſter is moſt melancholy, ſimilar to that 
of the Iſraelitiſn lord in Samaria, in the time of 
famine.—He feeds others, and pines, ſtarves, and 


dies himſelf. 


Ir grace in a miniſter had been eſſential to the 
foocels of his miniſtrations, Chriſt would have given 
his churches, ſome certain marks, by which ſuch 
miniſters might be known. Not but that churches 
are to covet earneſtly the beſt gifts ; and * 
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do not endeavour by all proper methods, to obtain 
a man of grace for their miniſter, greatly under- 
value the grace of God; ſuch an one, we truſt, 
you have, otherwiſe we could by no means lay 
our hands upon him. , 


Ul 
CY 


AND now, Brethren, behold the man! count 
him worthy of double honor, obey him, and ſub- 
mit yourſelves to him, for he is to watch for your 
ſouls, and muſt give an account. The buſineſs of 
a watchman is truly great, he is obliged ever to be 
on his guard, wakeful and attentive, ready to give 
1 warning of approaching dangers. Like a ſhepherd, 


r your miniſter muſt endure the various hardſhips, 
f | and fatigues of life, the inconveniencies of all 
4 weathers ; cold froſts, ſcorching heats, and painful 


travels; muſt feed, guide, and defend; ſeek the 
ll loſt, and reduce ſuch as have ſtrayed, © re&ify 
| your judgments, ſatisfy your ſcruples, remove your 
prejudices, bear your inſirmities, and ſympa- 
thize with you under your ſorrows. He is to ſet 
up the ſtandard _—_ every enemy, to ſtop the 
0 cacroachments of ſin, to detect the pretences of 
impoſtors, and confute the fallacies of ſophiſters: 
He is to repel every adverſary to the truth, and 
(if need be) to part with the deareſt enjoyments 
of life, and even with life itſelf for your ſake and 
the goſpel.” 


O THEN bcar a part with him, in his hazard- 
ous, important, and arduous work. Afford him 
à good degree of {ecutity, liberty, and tranquility 

among 


lalvation, his ſaints (hall ſhout aloud for joy. 
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among you. Furniſh him from time to time 
with reaſonable ſupplies. Maintain his character, 
defend his name from contempt ; let not his perſon 
or family run low among you. The attendants 
on the King's perſon, and the officers of his court, 
are by ſpecial privileges, guarded from inconve- 
niencies ; and is it fitting that thoſe who are en- 
gaged in the moſt honorable employments, and 
truſted with the ſpecial concernment of the court 
of Heaven, the prieſts, and ſtewards in God's 
houſe, the guides, - rulers, and paſtors of the 
church” ſhould be ſunk in their ſpirits, by penu- 
ry and reproach. I know ſomething by experi- 
ence of the courage, and vigor, that a miniſter, 
feels, when he finds his character as a miniſter 
ſupported, and his motions for the honor of God, 
and the good of his church, ſeconded by his 
people ; when the moſt powerful, and valuable 
are ready, upon all proper occaſions, to defend, 
and ſupport the name and family of the ſervant 


of the Lord. It gives new life to the miniſter's 


foul. He will thank God in his heart, takc 
courage in his work, and go on his way rejoicing. 


O THEN, Brethren, uſe your intereſt in Hea- 
ven, and on earth, for the ſucceſs of the goſpel, 
and the ordinances of it ; as they will be diſpenſed 
by your miniſter, The honor of God, and the 
goed of the church are deeply intereſted in it, 
and the nature of the thing requires it. And 
remember, when God cloaths his prieſts With 


A 
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„ 
_ A FEw words to the whole aſſembly concludes 


_  ' 


my ſermon. 


« As 8 Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, is the duty 


of a miniſter, ſo union to Chriſt, and communion 
with .him, is the happineſs of a people. Labour 
then, Sirs, to experience the power, and grace of 
iſt, on your own hearts, and to poſleſs the 

lorious liberty of God's children. To have fel- 
Fowſhip with Chriſt in his life, and death, his acts, 
and offices, his righteouſneſs and merits, his dead- 
neſs to the world, and devotedneſs to God. To 
ſuch no condemnation belongs. All things are 
theirs. They are compleat in Chriſt. 


| Now therefore, ariſe O Lord God, thou, and 
the ark of thy ſtrength. Let thy prieſts be 
cloathed with falvation, and thy faints ſhout aloud 
for joy. 


BLESSING and honor, glory and power be 
unto Him that ſitteth on the throne, and to the 
Lamb forever and ever. | 
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